
Peter Smith, Ed.D. 

Peter Smith recently retired from the University of Maryland Global Campus where he 
served as the Orkand Chair and Professor of Innovative Practices in Higher Education. He 
has served as a Vermont State Senator, Lieutenant Governor of Vermont, and a U.S. 
Congressman.

He has been the founding president of three higher education institutions: the Community 
College of Vermont, California State University—Monterey Bay, and Open College @ 
Kaplan University. He has also served as dean of George Washington University’s 
Graduate School of Education and Human Development, executive director of the U.S. 
Commission on Responsibilities for Funding Post-Secondary Education, and assistant 
director general for Education of UNESCO. He has written several books on higher 
education. Smith earned a BA in History from Princeton University and a MAT and EdD from 
the Harvard University Graduate School of Education.


