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Things to See, Do, & Eat in Chicago  

 

Welcome to Chicago, which was recently named “Best Big City in the U.S.” by Condé Nast for the ninth 

consecutive year. Also known as “Paris on the Prairie” or “City in a Garden,” Chicago has more to see than we 

can do justice to in a short list of evening and weekend options. Below are just a few local favorites and unique 

haunts in the neighborhood of the Wade (known as Streeterville, just off the Magnificent Mile) and nearby.   

 

 

Explore the Third Coast 

Lakefront Paths. For your morning stroll or bike ride, 

check out the 18-mile lakefront path (you can duck 

under Lake Shore Drive at the Ohio Street pedestrian 

tunnel, just one block south of The Wade). If you’re out in 

the early morning, you may run into Illinois Governor J.B. 

Pritzker on his morning walk.  

 

Or try Chicago’s recently restored Riverwalk (access it 

on either side of Michigan Avenue where it crosses the 

river and venture west as far as Wolf Point, where the 

first trading post on record established Chicago as a 

seat of commerce (and not just a military outpost).   

 

 

Divvy bikes are available for short-term rental at kiosks 

you can find on the app, or if you want full gear 

including helmet, check out Bobby’s Bike Hike (also at 

Ohio & Lake Shore Drive - look for the 540 N. Lakeshore 

condo building and go through the alley to its 

courtyard).  

Both the lakefront path and the riverwalk are well-

traveled and considered safe, but if you’re unfamiliar, it’s 

best to venture out and back in daylight.  

 

Chicago History & Architecture 

DEAC Neighborhood Walking Tour: Thanks to Steve 

Kemp (Academic Dean of the Antioch School and 

former neighborhood local), you can join a no-cost 

Walking Tour of the Magnificent Square Mile Around the 

Wade Hotel. Meet Steve in the Wade lobby at 5:30 pm 

on Tuesday to join the approximately two-hour tour. It 

will include what you can see from your hotel window, 

the Deep Tunnel system, the reversing of the Chicago 

River’s flow, Jeanne Gang’s celebrated architecture, 

evolution of skyscrapers, Lower Wacker Drive, Billy Goat 

Tavern, Michigan Avenue bridge area, and more.  

Chicago River Architecture Cruises. Chicago river 

cruises are equal parts history and architecture, led by 

docent volunteers who are also often local comedians. 

Cruises depart from the riverwalks on either side of 

Michigan Avenue (near the Wrigley Building or the great 

glass Apple Store below ground, depending on which 

tour company you book with). You’ll see several 

branches of the great river that reversed its course 

literally in 1900, to protect drinking water from the 

river’s industrial pollution, and again figuratively in recent 

years, which has improved from “toxic” to just “highly 

polluted” and even hosted its first organized swim in 

nearly 100 years this year. Oh, and all the interesting 

architecture lining it.  

 

 

  

https://divvybikes.com/
https://www.bobbysbikehike.com/chicago/bike-rentals/
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If you’ve arrived early for the workshop, you’re in time 

for Open House Chicago, which brands itself as one of 

the world’s largest architecture and urban exploration 

festivals in the world. On Saturday and Sunday, Oct 18-

19, the free festival works with places of architectural, 

historical, and cultural significance in 20+ neighborhoods 

to open their doors to the public. Sites range from art 

galleries to cathedrals to historic Pullman train shops, 

and experiences run the gamut from vodka tasting 

(Koval) to reading bedtime stories to pups available for 

adoption (Anti-Cruelty Society). For the nearest sites, 

check out Downtown, Near North, Near South, Near 

West, and Lakeview entries. Schedule & locations here. 

 

Local Jazz: Streeterville’s only jazz spot is a four-block 

walk from the Wade, at Winter’s Jazz Club at the River 

East Art Center, in a candelelit, cabaret-seating, venue 

inside an old Chicago warehouse. There are 

performances Friday, Saturday, and Sunday.  

For bigger names and rowdier crowds, you’ll need to 

venture outside the neighborhood: look at Andy’s Jazz in 

River North (one neighborhood west), Jazz Showcase in 

Printer’s Row (on the south end of the Loop), Kingston 

Mines (Lincoln Park), or The Green Mill (Uptown).  

Streeterville history: If anyone tells you Chicago is a 

dump, you can confirm this origin story and offer your 

commentary on what we’ve done with the place. This 

neighborhood was formed from rubble after the Great 

Chicago Fire. Ship captain George Wellington “Cap” 

Streeter ran his boat aground about two blocks inland 

from where the hotel sits today. Seeing opportunity, he 

encouraged excavation contractors to dump their 

garbage near it and in the process created 168 acres 

of land Cap claimed for himself. You can see the George 

Wellington “Cap” Streeter Statue and his charming dog 

at the corner of McClurg Court and Grand Avenue, in 

front of Yolk Café (a great breakfast/lunch spot).  

 

Haunted History Tour: Join Mysterious Chicago host 

Adam Selzer in and around the Lincoln Park Zoo, which 

was once a cemetery. Registration required ($35) for 

the 7pm and 8:30pm tours on Tuesday 10/21. 75 

minutes long, the tour meets at The Patio at Café Brauer 

(near the southwest end of the zoo).  

How to get there: Uber or taxi (10 min), or Walk to 

Michigan Avenue at Huron Street and catch the 151 bus 

going north to Stockton & Armitage (30 min).  

 

Neighborhood & Nearby Dining 

Navy Pier 

The Wade is as close as you can stay to Chicago’s Navy 

Pier. If you want to take advantage and dine at the 

waterside, check out Chef Art Smith’s Reunion restaurant 

or the Offshore Rooftop, which claims to have the best 

views in Chicago. Expect a 20 minute walk via the 

pedestrian underpass at the east end of Ohio Street 

(one block south of the hotel) past the Ohio Street 

Beach and through Olive Park to the pier, or grab a 5-

minute uber.  

 

 

Cindy’s Rooftop 

From its 13th floor glass atrium along Michigan 

Avenue, Cindy's offers sweeping views of Millennium 

Park (“The Bean”) and Lake Michigan. Reservations go 

quickly but they welcome walk-ins for dinner or for 

drinks on the all-seasons terrace (featuring fire pits at 

this time of year). The Chicago Athletic Association 

building also houses two casual restaurants (see the 

Drawing Room for cocktails and light bites in an ornate 

library setting), a game room featuring shuffleboard and 

billiards, and an exclusive Omakase.  

https://www.architecture.org/open-house-chicago
https://www.wintersjazzclub.com/
https://share.google/vDcZr8G7onchYeOH2
https://www.lpzoo.org/event/haunted-history-tours/
https://www.reunionrestaurants.com/
https://www.offshorerooftop.com/
https://www.cindysrooftop.com/
https://www.chicagoathletichotel.com/restaurants/
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La Grande Boucherie (6-12 min uber, $50-$100) 

Visit Old Paris (complete with a 100-year-old glass 

mural that survived WWII bombardment) in the heart of 

Chicago’s River North. La Grande Boucherie’s happy 

hour 4-7pm features mussels dijonnaise, oysters, and 

escargot with beer, wine, and classic cocktails at its 

gilded racetrack bar. Dine surrounded by stained glass 

and a Tiffany-esque curved ceiling, Parisian murals, 

artful plants, and a centrally located grand piano.  

 

Le Colonial (5-10 min Uber, $50 - $100 pp) 

Le Colonial is an upscale chain known for its French-

Vietnamese fusion cuisine and a luxurious, nostalgic, and 

lush tropical atmosphere reminiscent of 1920s 

Saigon. While it’s not a Chicago exclusive, it sits within 

the exclusive Oak Street boutique area, where its white 

linens and ornate details fit right in. A favorite for a 

class-act business dinner, you’ll find contemporary takes 

on familiar Vietnamese items in the form of dumplings, 

baby back ribs, sesame beef ravioli, shaking beef, duck, 

seabass, salmon.  

 

Gibson’s Bar & Steakhouse (5-10 min uber, $100+ pp)  

Gibson’s serves up classic surf and turf in a red-leather-

booth and dark wood steakhouse in the Rush Street 

nightlife zone. The neighborhood goes by other names 

(we’ll leave it to you to discover) that suggest it’s a  

favorite of young and old alike for a night on the town 

just beyond the Magnificent Mile.  

 

Molly’s Cupcakes (5 min walk) 

Voted America’s #1 cupcake, the Molly’s Cupcakes 

location nearest the conference (three blocks south) 

also has the distinction of being the only place we know 

where you have to walk through a cupcake store to get 

to your dentist’s office. Open until 10pm on weeknights, 

you can try specialties like Peach Cobbler or Ron 

Bennington (chocolate and peanut butter) after your 

downtown dinner, if you’ve still got room.  

 

Chicago Pizza & Oven Grinder (15min ride, $25-35 pp) 

For the adventurous, this no-reservations Chicago 

legend is situated steps from the site of the infamous 

1929 St. Valentine’s Day Massacre and blocks from the 

Lincoln Park Zoo, two neighborhoods to our north. 

Chicago Pizza and Oven Grinder serves its famous pizza 

pot pie and flatbreads on checkered tablecloths with a 

flourish. Their speciality is worth waiting in line or at the 

bar for – and in your local guide’s eyes, better than 

deep dish!  

Other Pizza Options 

If deep dish is your wish, we can’t take sides on which is 

the best, so we’ll describe the vibe. Lou Malnatis at 

1120 N State St. has abundant indoor/outdoor seating 

with a Rush Street/Gold Coast feel (your local guide 

knows and loves the Malnati family’s dedication to 

employees’ lifelong learning). Gino’s East at 162 E 

Superior is the shortest distance to traveler-approved 

deep dish, just off the Mag Mile in the hospital-heavy 

part of Streeterville. For an out-of-neighborhood 

adventure, Pequods Pizza has a carmelized-edge, 

cornmeal-bottom crust that’s worth the drive (or the run, 

if you’re Richie from The Bear). If your party can’t 

decide on a pizza style, how about Professor Pizza in 

Old Town (right next to comedy mecca Second City). 

You can get cracker-thin tavern style beloved in 

Chicago and its burbs, pan-style, Sicilian, New York, and 

Detroit styles all in one place.  

Twin Anchors (15-20 min uber) 

Another near north neighborhood option is the historic 

Chicago ribs establishment Twin Anchors. This Old Town 

tavern is famous for its tender, slow-cooked baby back 

ribs and cozy tavern atmosphere. The restaurant, a local 

institution that dates back to1932, offers a range of 

BBQ sauces including the popular Zesty and the spicy 

Prohibition sauces. The building itself has a history 

stretching to 1881, and it was once a speakeasy during 

Prohibition. Note, Twin Anchors is walk-in only, but 

usually not high traffic on Monday. Be prepared to enjoy 

the wait with a drink at the bar or high-top tables.  

 

 

 

https://www.boucherieus.com/location/chicago/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lecolonial.com%2Fchicago%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKate.Sudarsan%40deac.org%7Cc4bf35272b854e58981708ddde607d40%7C61a552184525491fabc2cd0e66848956%7C0%7C0%7C638911228180660917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DN8vgqjsQrWFkxC2ckyEH%2BwjROO8uBGmah2kmUgIgkg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgibsonssteakhouse.com%2Fgibsons-chicago%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKate.Sudarsan%40deac.org%7Cc4bf35272b854e58981708ddde607d40%7C61a552184525491fabc2cd0e66848956%7C0%7C0%7C638911228180724313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0WTu5JfGJhga%2F1IPN7iCwEHnK2LSw6eJsaxOVt9ku2k%3D&reserved=0
http://mollyscupcakesrivereast.com/
https://www.chicagopizzaandovengrinder.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dnl0HEBU8jM
https://share.google/dy6X9Z1BIg0Er2E8z
https://share.google/UH00X5O8KchhCL4qP
https://pequodspizza.com/chicago/
https://www.professorpizza.com/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.twinanchorsribs.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CKate.Sudarsan%40deac.org%7Cf09f4105d7a74ae1a80a08de06988fc2%7C61a552184525491fabc2cd0e66848956%7C0%7C0%7C638955449492259321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8at2YDPenfbHO1sQVEez8%2F4MdT8r101duw5nbyTsEY%3D&reserved=0



