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February 27, 2026

Andrew Honeycutt, DBA

President

Anaheim University

1240 South State College Boulevard
Anaheim, CA 92806

Dear Dr. Honeycutt:

The Distance Education Accrediting Commission (DEAC or the Commission) met on January 27, 2026.
The Commission considered the record of the August 20, 2025 Appeals Panel Decision and transcript
of the July 24, 2025 appeal hearing in connection with the Anaheim University (AU) Application for
Appeal of an Adverse Commission Decision and the Record for Appeal. The Commission implemented
the Appeals Panel Decision in accordance with Part Two, Section XII.E.2. of DEAC’s Accreditation
Handbook. As instructed by the Appeals Panel, the Commission has reconsidered its decision to
withdraw AU’s accreditation and, based on the accreditation record and the findings of the Appeals
Panel, has extended AU’s accreditation for good cause pending a comprehensive review of AU’s
compliance with DEAC’s current accreditation standards (effective January 1, 2025).

The review will focus attention on AU’s compliance with Standards Il Governance, Il Institutional
Planning and Effectiveness, and XIV Finance, the main compliance concerns that led the Commission
to initiate show cause and action to withdraw AU’s accreditation. While the Commission is directing
the institution to focus its attention on the specific items listed in this letter that require further
documentation of compliance with accreditation standards, AU must also demonstrate through the
SER and visit process that the institution is in compliance with all DEAC standards. AU will remain on
show cause during the comprehensive review but may submit requests for the approval of
substantive changes. The details of the Commission’s analysis and required actions by AU are
included in this letter.

Standard Il Governance (formerly Standard X.A): The governance structure of the institution provides
sufficient academic and administrative leadership, oversight, capability, and stability to ensure the
efficient and effective use of institutional resources consistent with the institution’s mission.

The institution must demonstrate that its Board and leadership are qualified for their role in the
governance of the institution and carry out their oversight responsibilities in a manner that assures
stability and the efficient and effective use of resources. The Appeals Panel instructed the
Commission to consider the reference to the Akademeia contract in AU’s strategic plan and modify
its decision relative to this standard accordingly. The Commission acknowledged that AU’s strategic
plan references the Akademeia contract but remains concerned that this alone does not address the
Commission’s broader concerns that the Board should be steadily and systematically engaged in
oversight, including financial oversight, and meaningfully involved in charting a course for the future
growth and development of the institution.
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Standard I11.C Institutional Planning and Effectiveness (formerly Standard 11l.D: Comprehensive
Curricula and Institutional Materials) The institution develops a plan and implements a systematic
and ongoing process to evaluate the content and delivery of its educational programes, its provision of
student support services, and the effectiveness of its supporting infrastructure and staff operations.
The institution engages in sound research practices; collects and analyzes quantitative and
qualitative evidence about its effectiveness; and develops and implements action plans that are used
to improve operations, academic achievement, educational technologies, and student services.

The Commission’s finding of non-compliance with this standard was affirmed on appeal. The
Commission remains concerned that Anaheim has not demonstrated that it systematically
implements a curriculum review and considers or implements any changes recommended from
faculty or advisory council members as appropriate.

Standard XIV Finance (formerly Standards XI A and C): The institution’s financial policies, processes,
and procedures are sufficient to ensure sound financial practices, fiscal management, and financial
sustainability and stability. The institution’s budgeting process is aligned with the strategic plan.
Budgeting processes and financial reporting conform to best practice. The institution’s financial
position is sufficient to sustain operations and meet its obligations. Financial operations are overseen
by qualified and experienced personnel. Collections processes are monitored and respect the rights
and interests of students.

The Appeals Panel instructed the Commission to consider the documents in the record identified
under this standard and to determine whether or not such records warrant modification of its
decision on Standards XI A., XI C., and/or X A. The Commission acknowledges that AU submitted
unaudited financial statements and a statement from its auditor to show that the institution had
received funding pursuant to its agreement with Akademeia and has modified its accreditation
decision accordingly. And while the Commission does not question the service income recorded in
the unaudited financial statements submitted in the 2024 Show Cause response and recognized by
the Appeals Panel, the Commission remains concerned about AU’s financial stability and
sustainability, and specifically its dependence upon the Akademeia contract as the institution’s
primary source of revenue. The Commission requires AU to undergo a two-year comparative
financial audit conducted by an auditor mutually agreed upon by the institution and DEAC. DEAC will
provide, within ten days of this letter, an initial list of five qualified auditors from which the
institution may make a selection. AU must notify DEAC of its selection within 10 business days of
receiving the list from DEAC.

The Commission notes that Anaheim submitted new information to be reviewed by the Commission
during its meeting in January 2026. The Commission declined to consider that information as it is
obligated under its Policies and Procedures to consider the Appeals Panel’s remand decision based
on the Record for Appeal. AU will have the opportunity to resubmit the new information and any
updates to it with its self-study and as the comprehensive review progresses.

AU must undergo a comprehensive evaluation to be completed in time for consideration by the
Commission at its January 2027 meeting. The evaluation will include submission of a self-study that
includes accurate, complete, and properly organized exhibits, and a site visit in accordance with the
schedule below.
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Timeline
Documents and Events Required Deadline
Submit Application for Renewal of March 30, 2026

Accreditation with all exhibits/supporting
documentation and $3000 application fee
Updated Teach-out Agreement with list of | March 30, 2026
all currently enrolled students
DEAC Annual Report March 31, 2026
2026 annual dues and fees* April 17, 2026
Audited financial statements for the fiscal | June 30, 2026
year ended December 31, 2025 prepared
on a comparative basis with the fiscal
year ended December 31, 2024
Self-Evaluation Report (approximately five | August 10, 2026
weeks prior to on-site visit)
On-site Evaluation by DEAC team The week of September 14,
2026 (exact date of that week
to be coordinated with the

institution)
Chair’s Report provided to Anaheim November 13, 2026
University
Anaheim University’s response to Chair’'s | December 14, 2026
Report
Review by the DEAC Commission January 2027 meeting

* Anaheim must submit the Report for Computation of DEAC Dues, Fees, and Title IV Worksheet
by March 6, 2026 to the attention of Jessica.Lucey@deac.org.

AU is expected to adhere to the schedule and to submit information in accordance with DEAC
instructions and guidelines. The Commission will be notified of any submission that is not
timely, accurate, properly organized, or complete, and in the event the Commission finds that
Anaheim is not in compliance with DEAC standards, policies, or procedures, it may take any
action within its authority and discretion, including withdrawing accreditation.

Updated Teach-Out Agreement Requirement. Institutions subject to a show cause directive must
submit a Teach-Out Agreement, in accordance with Section XXI.C. Part Two, Processes and
Procedures, DEAC Accreditation Handbook. AU must submit an updated Teach-Out Agreement with
an accredited institution that offers distance education programs that are similar to those of
Anaheim University. This updated Teach-Out Agreement and list of currently enrolled students is
due to DEAC, to the attention of Jessica.lucey@deac.org, by March 30, 2026.

Show Cause Remediation Period. The Show Cause Remediation Period for Anaheim University has
been extended for 12 months for good cause until January 2027. The burden of proof rests with the
institution to demonstrate, within the Show Cause Remediation Period and consistent with the
terms of the show cause directive, that it is meeting DEAC’s accreditation standards.
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Decision Following Show Cause Remediation Period. Upon review of the application for
reaccreditation of an institution that has previously received a show cause directive, a decision is
made on the institution’s compliance with the accreditation standards or requirements noted in the
directive. The Commission may:

¢ vacate the show cause directive and either defer a final accreditation decision or grant
accreditation or reaccreditation if it is determined that such action is warranted;

e continue the show cause directive and require the submission of additional information or
further reports from the institution and/or a special visit in accordance with Section X.A.; or
¢ deny or withdraw reaccreditation.

Status During Pendency of Show Cause Directive and Required Disclosures. An institution
under a show cause directive will retain its accreditation status unless and until the Commission
decides to deny or withdraw its accreditation, as applicable. Notice of the show cause directive
will be published on DEAC’s website and must be included by the institution in its description of
its accreditation status, in accordance with the terms of Section XV.E. Processes and
Procedures.

Any questions pertaining to the Commission’s decision may be directed to my attention at
202.234.5100 extension 101 or via email to Leah.matthews@deac.org.

Sincerely,

OF 7
Leah K. Matthews

Executive Director

cc: Dr. Marcia Ditmyer, Chair of the Accrediting Commission
Wayne Brenner, California BPPE
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